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The arts and crafts sector holds a rich 
tradition and history in all European 
regions. The highly diversified crafts 

manufacturing  ranges from ceramics to jewelry, 
from fashion to textiles, metal, decorated 
paper, marble, glass to name only a few. It 
represents a unique heritage and a variety 
of cultures, knowledge, skills, design and 
production, conjugated in multiple sectors. 

Contemporary crafts sector embraces the 
flexibility of current creative industries values 
such as design, entrepreneurship, promotion 
of products, flexible manufacturing and 
distribution structures and value adding with 
other industries. 

The sector today represents a remarkable 
economic resource, which needs, however, 
targeted and differentiated interventions. The 
challenge is to define coherent and shared 
policies, development strategies and actions 
at European level, designed to enhance and 
promote the sector fostering, among other, 
SME’s internationalization. 

Always the pride of the cities with strong 
cultural and artistic tradition, the art and craft 
manufacturing universe appears rich and varied, 
although difficult to define, in which small 
enterprises and craft businesses represent a 
prominent source of jobs and a breeding ground 
for business ideas.    • • •
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INTERREG IVC 
Annual event  and 
exhibition during 
the OPEN DAYS 
8th - 11th  October 2012
Brussels (BE)

The INTERREG IVC Programme will have 
significant visibility during the 10th 
European Week of Regions and Cities 
(OPEN DAYS 2012), on schedule from  
8th till 11th October in Brussels.   The 
Programme’s authorities will  organize 
two workshops followed by networking 
and an exhibition, and will contribute to 
one more workshop session. 

The  first workshop “INTERREG IVC ca-
pitalisation initiative: how EU regions 
can benefit?” will be devoted to the pro-
gramme capitalisation initiative and will 
illustrate practical examples from the 
topics of creative industries (CREA.RE) 
and climate change (GRaBS). The second 
one, “Towards Europe 2020 aims: inter-
regional solutions for smart specialisa-
tion” will focus on smart specialisation 
and will give the floor to three  projects: 
TRES, BORDWIIS+, KNOW-HUB.
Furhermore, the INTERREG IVC program-
me is invited to have an exhibition  - on 
8th October - on the achievements of its 
projects. 

INTERREG IVC Programme will contribute 
also to a third workshop, that will be 
jointly organised with  ESPON, URBACT 
and INTERACT programmes. The topic of 
this session  will be “Policy, Practice and 
Evidence - delivering results in mobility 
through interregional cooperation”.  

After the INTERREG IVC workshops, two 
networking sessions with project part-
ners are planned in the exhibition area. 
All OPEN DAYS participants will be invi-
ted to meet INTERREG IVC project part-
ners and exchange ideas and experience 
on project findings, results and good 
practices identified.

For more information: 
www.interreg4c.eu/news_interreg4c_
events_2012.html 

NEWS & EVENTS
1st Joint Interregional 
Seminar
and Study Visit
26th – 27th September 2012
Reims (FR)

The 1st Joint Interregional Seminar 
and Study Visit will take part in Reims 
on 26th and 27th September. The aim 
of the event  will be to exchange the 
experiences among partners related to 
the policy area “Business models and 
business support services”. 
For more information, please write at: 
innocrafts@comune.fi.it 

1st Interregional 
Training Session 
and Study Visit
21st - 22nd November 2012
Barcelona (ES)

Following the Reims event, the Chamber 
of Commerce of Barcelona will organize 
the Interregional Training Session and 
Study Visit for sector practitioners and 
business advisors. This two day’s event 
will close a cycle dedicated to the 1st 
of four policy themes, “Business models 
and business support services”. 
For more information, check out for the 
project’s web site, available on 
www.innocrafts.eu form September, 
2012.

www.innocrafts.eu    

innocrafts@comune.fi.it



The INNOCRAFTS Project has been officially launched in Florence on 17th 
April 2012, at SAM Space managed by the Florentine Foundation for the 
Artistic Handicraft, an urban space where the artisans and artists of 

Florence run  their ateliers and workshops. 

The meeting, and the project itself, showed the need of  15 partners from all 
over Europe to explore the values that make up the identity of the cities to 
strengthen entrepreneurship policies of the Arts and Contemporary Crafts Sector. 
The kick off meeting was attended by the representatives of public authorities 
and bodies representing cities of art and/or UNESCO World Heritage Sites, 
worldwide recognized for their unique cultural, architectural and artistic heritage 
with a potential impact on creative and cultural industries. The two full working 
days marked the starting point for the three years of project’s activities, aimed 
at enhancing and respecting different know how and needs, as well as policies to 
be applied to the ACC sector. Moreover the meeting has been the first concrete 
step of a benchmarking analysis, aimed to compare different policy experience 
as well as transfer shared good practices in order to improve and ameliorate 
effective business models, business support services, access to innovation and 
financial assistance to SMEs, internationalization and promotion of young and 
female entrepreneurs.

In this occasion, Catherine Virassamy from the  National Institute for Arts and 
Crafts (INMA), partner of the INNOCRAFTS project,  gave a short statement about 
the challenges and expected results laying upon the partners  in the following 
three years: 

“INNOCRAFTS will contribute to stimulate a mutual consideration on public 
policies to support small craft businesses at European level through a series of 
exchanges among partners from 12 European countries. The project will tackle 
many challenges that the ACC  sector is facing like the economic repositioning, 
the employment, the entrepreneurship stimulation, innovation, marketing and 
export incentives. It will establish a reference network in partners’ territories on 
the theme of ‘Economic model’ for European enterprises. Finally INNOCRAFTS will 
intervene with the European Commission to  give support to companies in the 
field of artistic craft “.

During their stay in Florence, project partners had the possibility to experience 
a typical lively atmosphere in the location of the Foundation for The Artistic 
Handicraft, where they saw different sectors of traditional and artistic 
workmanship and their respective activities.

Slovak Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, project partner, 
organized on June 6th and 7th, 

2012 the first Managing Group Meeting 
of the INNOCRAFTS project in Bratislava, 
Slovakia. During the  meeting issues 
connected with project management 
and coordination as well as with the 
external communication and promotion 
of the project have been presented 
and discussed with the partners in 
order to organize the work and assure 
smooth flow of activities from the very 
beginning. The other important issue 
tackled during this working meeting 
was the organization and methodology 
definition for the successful 
implementation of the project’s  
component 3, related to exchange 
of experiences for identification and 
analysis of good practices. In this 
regard, the representatives of INMA 
(National Institute for Arts and Crafts) 
and of the City of Reims, component 
coordinators, illustrated the main 
activities and deliverables, e.g. mapping 
of the crafts sector at local and regional 
level, good practices in this sector, 
etc. During the MGM all partners 
actively discussed all topics lied with 
the project, study visits and planned 
seminars and their participants.

After the meeting, partners were 
invited to meet representatives of The 
Centre for Folk Art Production (ULUV) 
a contributory organization of the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism, founded 
in 1945 to preserve and promote folk 
art production as a component of Slovak 
cultural heritage. The partners were 
hosted in the residence of ÚLUV  in 
an old craft house in the Bratislava 
City centre where they had the chance 
to attend the presentation about the 
Slovak arts and crafts sector and visit a 
series of workshops with demonstrations 
of finished products and description 
of manufacturing processes. The well 
elaborated system of education and 
attracting of interest of small children 
for arts and crafts was very positively 
appreciated by all participants.

INNOCRAFTS KICK OFF MEETING
17th-18th April 2012 
Florence (IT)

1st MANAGING 
GROUP MEETING
6th- 7th June 2012 
Bratislava (SK)

Exchanging experiences 
and good practices.
An overview of the process

• • •
During the Middle Ages, the strategic 
position of Florence, together with the 
population growth and the large inte-
rest in the development of commercial 
and mercantile activities made the city 
one of the most important crafts pro-
ducers in Europe. It was already du-
ring that time that the city established 
strong cultural and economic ties with 
other European urban areas facilitating 
economic and cultural exchanges.  

Today as in the past Florence, together 
with major European cities, conveys 
in a common partnership with the aim 
to promote artistic and contemporary 
crafts, thanks to the support of the Eu-
ropean Union.

The main goal of the INNOCRAFTS 
project is to promote the entrepreneu-
rship and the business creation in the 
artistic and contemporary crafts, by 
improving the effectiveness of regional 
and local development policies, throu-
gh sharing and exchanging experiences 
and good practices at European level. 

Through INNOCRAFTS, we aim to streng-
then the business policies in the part-
ner cities and contribute to the eco-
nomic modernization and increasing 
of competitiveness of the artistic and 
contemporary crafts, that represents an 
important element of European produc-
tive and cultural heritage.

Dario Nardella
Vice Major 
Municipality of Florence

For this 1st edition of the 
INNOCRAFTS Newsletter 
we will try to describe the 

working process for the most 
important activities that lay 
ahead of us in following two and 
a half years of project’s lifetime.  
Hopefully at the end  we will be 
able to say that this process turned 
out to be a successful one and that 
we  achieved all results we defined 
while writing the proposal. 

An intense schedule of exchange of 
experiences to improve local and 
regional policies aiming to support 
entrepreneurship and SMEs creation 
in the artistic and contemporary 
crafts sector will be implemented 
by project partners. 

The emphasis will be put on most 
successful policy experiences 
developed in the partners’ 
territories  with a particular 
regard for those that satisfy 
specific quality criteria in terms 
of innovativeness, effectiveness, 
relevance, transferability, viability, 
etc. and have already provided 
tangible and measurable results in 
reaching  their objectives. 

Exchange of experiences and good 
practices will concern the following 
policy themes:

• business models and business 
support services
• access to innovation and financial 
assistance to the SMEs
• SMEs internationalization, 
professional networking and 
information exchange 
• promotion of entrepreneurship 
among specific target groups as 
young people and female
To assure an effective process of 
exchange of experiences partners 
will involve relevant policy-makers 
and local and regional stakeholders. 
The main tools allowing the 
exchange of experiences and good 
practices between partners will be 
the joint interregional seminars,  
interregional training session, 
study visits and practice guide 
on each policy theme, including 
an intermediate assessment on 
potential transfer of good practices  
and policy recommendations 
for the further development or 
improvement of partners’ policies.


